


Claystone School Curriculum Statement:

At Claystone School, we are committed to ensuring that every learner fully immerses themselves in meaningful learning and exploration within a flexible and responsive framework. Our curriculum is ambitious, personalised and designed to meet the wide scope of needs within our school community. We recognise that all learners develop in different ways; therefore, pupils access learning through one of three learner styles—Sapling, Tree or Forest—ensuring that teaching is delivered in a way that suits everyone’s stage of development and preferred mode of engagement.

We offer creative and highly personalised approaches that enable pupils to communicate, think, problem solve and build connections both within the classroom and beyond. Learning is cross‑curricular, contextualised and designed to maximise lifelong outcomes. We ensure our pupils engage in stimulating, positive learning experiences that reflect their strengths and support the areas of need identified within Educational Health Care Plans.

Aims of our curriculum 

Our ethos is simple: by creating meaningful and engaging experiences where children and young people learn through exposure, exploration and enquiry, we demonstrate that Embracing Difference leads to Endless Possibilities.

Focus for Learning 
Learners at Claystone School are unique, in that they join our school with a wide scope of needs which require a very different and bespoke approach. We focus on Social communication and interaction, encouraging students to Think differently. We provide Opportunities for meaningful learning, Nurturing curiosity, that lead to Endless possibilities for every child. We nurture communication, curiosity, independence and positive relationships so that all learners can thrive.
Learner Styles at Claystone School
Sapling Learners – Exposure
Sapling learners access their curriculum through the Exposure approach, rooted in highly motivating, relationship‑focused experiences. Learning prioritises shared attention, sensory engagement, communication development, and the building of trusting relationships. Activities centre on choice‑making, joint attention, turn‑taking, sensory stories and meaningful non‑verbal communication.
Tree Learners – Exploration
Tree learners engage with the Exploration approach, designed to develop curiosity, understanding, cooperative play and expressive communication. Learners deepen their understanding of key concepts, sequence events, build vocabulary, and explore ideas through interactive, practical experiences with adults and peers.
Forest Learners – Enquire
Forest learners access their curriculum through the Enquire approach, which promotes independence, self‑direction, problem solving and community engagement. Learners develop social thinking, self‑regulation, organisational skills, and independence in everyday life while applying knowledge across real‑world contexts.
Intent   
Our curriculum is driven by the ambition to prepare all learners to become confident individuals who are able to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives. It is rich, vibrant and ambitious for every pupil, regardless of need or starting point.
We develop the essential knowledge, skills and understanding that form the building blocks for later life. Learning is delivered flexibly so pupils can access it through their Sapling, Tree or Forest learner style, ensuring that teaching approaches match developmental need.
We enrich each student's experience by creating an environment that promotes success, communication, curiosity, independence and meaningful connections. Our planning is cyclical, enabling learning to build over time, connecting past, present and future knowledge in a coherent sequence. Values‑based Education, including British Values, remains embedded throughout all learning experiences.
Implementation   
Each term, overarching themes connect all areas of learning, ensuring coherence, continuity and meaningful links for every learner. Projects are knowledge‑rich and intentionally adaptable so they can be accessed through Exposure (Sapling), Exploration (Tree) or Enquire (Forest), enabling pupils to learn in ways that match their developmental stage and preferred learner style. Learners demonstrate their understanding through a wide range of responses—practical, sensory, verbal, visual or experiential—ensuring everyone can show what they know.

Key concepts and essential vocabulary are carefully identified across the curriculum. This supports the structured accumulation of knowledge and helps pupils move learning into long‑term memory. Our cyclical planning approach enables learners to revisit and deepen previous understanding, connecting past, present and future learning. 

Regular recapping, sensory exploration and repeated opportunities to practise essential life skills allow learners to develop confidence, independence and secure functional fluency.

We use a Total Communication Approach, ensuring all pupils can understand and express themselves using the methods most effective for them. This may include spoken language, signing, symbols, visuals, objects of reference and gesture. Total Communication is embedded across the school so that every learner is supported to communicate purposefully and meaningfully throughout the school day.

Teachers adapt learning using detailed individual student profiles and the principles of Ask–Accept–Develop, enabling staff to build responsive interactions that nurture communication, social engagement and emotional safety. This approach supports learners to take the lead, explore their interests and develop independence in a supportive and attuned environment.
Our practice is underpinned by Trauma‑Informed principles, ensuring that classrooms are predictable, nurturing and responsive to pupils’ emotional needs. Staff prioritise relationships, co‑regulation and safe, low‑demand learning environments so that pupils feel secure, valued and ready to engage. We work with our on-site speech and language therapist and occupational therapist, to ensure our pupils' therapeutic goals are embedded seamlessly within all their daily activities, interactions and learning.
Visits, visitors and celebrations further enrich the curriculum, broadening pupils’ real‑world understanding and strengthening motivation and engagement. These experiences deepen connections between learning, life skills and the wider world.

Impact  
Our cohesive and ambitious curriculum places learners at the centre. By accessing learning through the style best suited to them—Sapling (Exposure), Tree (Exploration) or Forest (Enquire)—pupils make strong personal progress from their starting points.
 Learners build secure connections in knowledge, skills and understanding, supporting them to become the best versions of themselves. They are prepared for their next stage of education, adulthood and community life through a curriculum that develops independence, resilience, communication and well‑being.
Assessment draws on holistic evidence, parental involvement, assessment tools, EHCP outcomes and daily learning captured through Evidence for Learning. This ensures we identify achievements and next steps with accuracy and clarity.
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